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Da Bears!

At approximately 2181 miles the Appalachian trail is quite the trek. Hiking enthusiasts
the world over love to come and give it a try. I personally know of one hardy soul who
completed the entire trudge in one fell swoop. He lost a considerable amount of weight,
one of his goals, and was quite smug about it to boot. I would like to do it myself but work
and my babies (livestock) make such a leave of absence untenable.

The Forest Service, after consultation with the Georgia Department of Natural Resources,
has decided to close part of the Trail in Georgia to camping due to some mischievous
bears. Now there are always some bears around and hikers are thoroughly warned about
leaving dirty dishes lying about and improper storage of food so as not to attract undue
attention from these forest denizens. But with all the weekend warriors and newbies that
frequent the Trail, folks have gotten a bit lax and some enterprising young bears have
learned some nasty habits. The section of the trail closed to overnight camping runs from
Neals Gap, just east of Blood Mountain, to Tesnatee Gap. It seems there are reports of a
bear stealing food and backpacks. Allegedly the bear has learned to chew through the
ropes used to suspend food bags from high tree limbs and then grab the goodies once the
bag hits the ground. He doesn't even have the decency to run away with his ill-gotten
booty. Instead he just sits right there as the hapless, hungry hikers scream, bang pans
and generally flail about as he continues to enjoy the free meal.

The bear hasn’t acted aggressive... thus far. In regard to human and wild animal
interaction, sometimes familiarity breeds contempt. Or at least contemplation of a
different kind of free meal. The Forest Service hopes to change the habits of the offending
bear by removing the source of temptation for a time. Perhaps then he will just move
further into the forest in search of more traditional foodstuffs. There is the possibility he
will instead move further up the trail in search of easier and tastier fare at other
campgrounds. The Forest Service sometimes relocates problem animals but has little
patience for ones that display an unwillingness to move on to a life more suitable for
bruins. Case in point is a bear from a couple of years back that developed a rather nasty
habit of confronting hikers on the trail and trying to scare them into dropping their
backpacks and run so he could get the food. This bear was eventually euthanized.

So kiddies, the lesson here is to pay attention to your housekeeping in your campsite and
always store your foodstuff in the manner prescribed by the Forest Service. You don’t
want to be responsible for the untimely death of ole’ Mr. Bear do ya? Now if it was me
and dat ol’ bear come upon me eatin’ a bowl of my mama’s gumbo, well... I've always
wanted me a bear skin rug!

What's All the Bozz About?

— — —

As covered mra previous article, Carpenter-Bées-are a serious problemup-here'in them
thar woods.And they are bad this year. We noticed they, as well as many other of nature’s
horde, emerged a bit carlier this year than in previous years. We already have lightning
bugs lighting up the tree line every evening. They usually don’t show up till June.

Now I know most of you think that Carpenter Bees sole function is to drill into your house
until it resembles Swiss cheese. All the while they happily squirt their excrement all over
your windows, smhng, decks, ete. Not to-mention all of the sawdust ﬂymg up vour nose. For
all the ones you see buzzing around your house at this time of year there are millions more
i theswoods drilling into the plethora of dead branches to lay-their. brood. “So why do

they come and attack my home?” you may ask. Well, that’s because you make them out of-
nice, soft pirie siding. Pine is a whole lot easier to dnll into than oak or maple and the like.
The bees, like many of-us, like to take the easier route whenever possible. They-actually
prefer to use old abandoned tunnels that a previous generation has left for them.

This brings us to the crux of this tome. We now have our Carpenter Bee Trap Service
available. The traps are doing a bang-up.job where we have installed them and we are

ready to place them around your home as well. The traps take advantage of the bee’s
proclivity to seek out pre-drilled holes in which to nest. Once inside the trap the bee
realizes they have been duped and'want to quickly exit. We conveniently provide them
withrsame in the form of a ruse- A clear, well lit opening is provided at the bottom of the
trap w. hich they quickly fly towards bchevmg it to be the egress they desire. Once there they
are forced into a small aperture and drop into a clear plastic bottle from which there is no
escape, thus bringing an ignominious end to the wood destroying activities of that particular.
Bombus eatus woodus.

Most structures need 4 - 6 traps for proper control. Proper placement 3114‘1;;011170r1hg 1
crucial! They need to go up in the Spring and be down by the end of Summer. This is
where the Service in Complete Home Services comes in. The Carpenter Bee Trap Service
mcludes a well made trap, installation of said trap, monitoring and finally rap.removal-at

the end of Summer (and disposal of the trapped bees). —

Please remember, there 1s no “getting rid” of Carpenter Bees. They are part. and parcel of
the environment which surrounds us. They will be back next year and we will be waiting.
It’s not too late to get your traps out for this year. Once the bees are lirmly entrenched in
established nests tlu will be harder to trap so dgn t dawdle! '
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To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here.

Questions or comments? E-mail us at donald@gamtnhome.com or call 678-439-9125

All content contained herein written, produced and copyrighted by Donald Caraway and Cindy Cohen.
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